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Abstract Tiling 


On a completely different plane are the mosaics of Juris Ciurlionis (486-8804) of Cleveland. 
Ciurlionis, a home remodeler and artist with a degree in psychology from Cleveland State 
University, specializes in bringing art to an area of the home that is usually devoid of art: the 
shower. 


"One of the areas in a home that is so incredibly practical and has so little art work is in the 
bathroom. The shower particularly tends to be bare. It's clean and comfortable but there's nothing 
we interact with." 


Ciurlionis has set out to change all this by installing gorgeous, colorful, Expressionist (characterized 
by the use of symbols and stylization to express inner experience) mosaics in his client's showers. 


"| need to get to know the client first at least a little. Think of it: you're inviting a total stranger to tear 
up your bathroom and install something that your neighbors aren't going to have. During the month 
that I'm working, the whole thing looks like a mess. It takes a while to pull the whole mosaic 
together." 


Ciurlionis doesn't design the mosaic in advance. He shatters his tiles on the garage floor to come 
up with different shapes and different-sized pieces, and also uses bits of amber, marble, and 
granite to add texture. He usually unifies the mosaic with black grout. 


"There isn't one design. There's an organic design with shapes recurring. My mosaics are 
Expressionistic. Everything is either compromise or contrast. You contrast colors and you have to 
know how far you can push it so it's quite and enterprise. When you're painting you have a chance 
to cover it up if you decide to change something. When you do a mosaic in the shower, you have to 
adjust to make the composition flow. Once that tile is glued down, it stays there. 


Ciurlionis has been known to reverse the tile, if the back side has a color that will create an effect 
that he likes. “If there's something really kitschy from an old tile of mine, I'll cut it out," he says. 
"That's one of the ways | make my shapes." 


Ciurlionis says his mosaics most closely resemble those done in Spain and the Southwest. He got 
his art training after completing his degree at CSU in psychology from workshops at Lakeland 
Community College with Walter Swyredenko. 


